
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 11 March 2020] 

 p1175b-1175b 
Mr Paul Papalia 

 [1] 

YAGAN SQUARE NYUMBI 
Statement by Minister for Tourism 

MR P. PAPALIA (Warnbro — Minister for Tourism) [12.13 pm]: I rise to inform the house about a new 
Aboriginal cultural performance being staged in the city centre. Yagan Square Nyumbi is occurring in the heart of 
Perth city every Friday at 5.30 pm. At this free event, a different Aboriginal performance group performs each 
week, along with a traditional smoking ceremony. In Noongar language, “nyumbi” means “celebration dance”, 
and that is exactly what this event is; it is a celebration of the Aboriginal culture of our city and state. Yagan Square 
Nyumbi is a joint project between Tourism Western Australia and Development WA, with support from the City of 
Perth. By providing a free, scheduled Aboriginal performance in an iconic Perth location, the McGowan government 
is acknowledging the importance of Aboriginal tourism to the wider tourism industry and making it a key pillar of 
our marketing strategies. 

Aboriginal tourism provides Western Australia with a unique point of difference to other holiday destinations, while 
at the same time creating an economic development and jobs creation platform for Aboriginal people. Research 
undertaken in 2016–17 shows that Aboriginal tourism contributes $43.8 million and 339 full-time equivalent jobs 
to the state’s economy. We expect these numbers to grow dramatically over the coming years. 

Yagan Square Nyumbi has so far been embraced by locals and visitors alike. The numbers attending the 45-minute 
performance each Friday night are increasing each week. Tour and coach companies are looking to include the event 
in their itineraries and add-on activities. Hotel concierges are embracing the event and sharing it with in-house 
guests, and locals are bringing their visiting friends and relatives into the city to experience it. The performers are 
not only entertaining, but also educating the crowds on local traditions through song and dance. The traditional 
smoking ceremony encourages crowd participation as they cleanse and purify their spirit, body and soul. 

Yagan Square Nyumbi is a pilot initiative that will run through to the end of June this year. I urge all members to 
take the time to enjoy, learn and engage with this superb cultural event. The McGowan government is committed 
to working with Aboriginal people to deliver better social, economic, health and cultural outcomes. Tourism forms 
an integral part of this process and is a fantastic platform for the promotion of Aboriginal culture and the development 
of sustainable, meaningful employment for Aboriginal people across the state. 
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